Ordinary Anti-Semitism
Agnes Aflalo

EXtTaordinary anti-Semitism is well known. It produced the Holocaust.
But ordinar

y anti-Semitism often goes unnoticed. The former made us
at there was a watertight border between the parties of the far-
right and

democracy. But the latter reveals that this border does not exist.
Indeed, since language has become an accompli

believe th

, like everyone, traversed by a hatred they
gnise. If we accept the idea that anti

of the names of unconscious self-hatred, we notice that this
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| unseres Wesen, ¢ _ write no word. They act as a littoral for the
day speech. But sometimes this speech concentrates ordinary

1o the point of making it change course: Then, for a time that
ablaze, the word Jew names the unnameable core of being
ilate it triumphs. Then the unnameable reasserts
d anti-Semitism become ordinary again.
| time and geographical space, the
her heretics such as Huguenots and

Ken ays Freud
flow of every
anti-Semitism
can set the world
and the tendency
itself in the structure,
This is why, according to €
word Jew makes a series wit
Cathars, Moors, Saracens and ot

To make room for this unnameable i also to make room o
of putting into words the divine and demonic tendencies that
ne. But to refuse this unnameable is 1pso facto to transform
od and to throw it back onto the other. It then becomes

her and of the other’s differences: sexual difference, but
lour, day of prayer, social

to annih
and racism an
hronologica

h those of ot
her Muslims, etc.

impossibility
inhabit everyo
it into self-hatr

hatred of the ot

also differences in ways of life, language, skin co

environment, etc. BY contrast, the ‘true’ religion, the Catholic faith, tends
Another major pitfall.

d into love of the neighbour.
o that which has no name varies with each

Semitism. Hatred of what does not
| and anti-Semitism in particular.

to transform this hatre
The aversion to submitting t
monotheism. Jews do not escape anti
have a name inhabits all racism in genera

Dupes of the Unconscious

Ther? are three forms of ordinary anti-Semitism that are fairly well

distributed among the adherents of monotheism and beyond. First there
the mask of indifference.

is the hatred of [srael which can also assume
Here, the hated Jew is the one who is no longer an exile — as if geograph
could abolish the unconscious space in which self-exile resides. This pretex);

allows us to call ourselves anti-Zioni
an anti-Semitism that is unknown orlitnzrc‘liint)ev]veliiltegdtoltthT bad'(ground
Holocaust that precedes the creation of the Hebrew égtate'\ S
Let us add two other forms of ordinary anti-Semitisr'n One deni
Jew as different .and' rather emphasises the “everyone is 'th . erjlles o
gr non-Jews. This dlSCOUl"Se with egalitarian intentions aime B et
ifferences of gach one disappear. It is the regime of “all s to make the
exception”. E,.wt the satisfaction proper to each. Exit the ‘equa.] withau!
]iader who directs the set of “equals”. This discourse is Eatistneol. tae
the left. Tbe more consistent the refusal of the unname:;)?re Sl
more OSSlﬁO'd self-hatred becomes and the more the left ¢ becomes, the
extreme. This can be seen in France and well beyond veers towards the
i The other form ofanti-Semitism,more frequentoﬁ the ri
ifference to the point of making the relation t I:Ig.ht' accentuat
most precious trait f i i il o
p ait of exception. This way of imposi € master th
compatible with an “all posiag ones.di X
' an “a equal except me”. It’s a matter of ifference is
{egllr,ne (;f the exception that accentuates the idea of bein Cul}:lvating the
o..” and rejects all the others thz i ' g “the
at are different. Exift the 1angua0nly one
ge of the




Other, of others, The m

ore the chogen one ass i

erts himself, the more the

scapegoat approaches
The extreme partjeg are racist and an .

anti-Semitism ig based ¢

manage with money th

splitting. But this i t, forget that Mary m
This means that, w atever its particular

of the unnameap)e satisfaction of the subject. It is therefore
that it is the cure for internal exile. Ethjcs cannot be bou
forgets that, since Lacan, the capitalis discourse is also the

unconscious, Everyone is therefore responsible.
What anti-Semitism denjes is the idea that the unnam
other to ourselves For the diff

and all; it is Primarily with our
are two sides of the g

so well how tq
nger suffer from the unconscio
ade of money the y

use, money rejects

us
niversal fetigh.

the singular;

vain to beljeye
ght. But it also
discourse of the

selves. Self-hatred and hatred of the other
s the division of the subject of

gives consistency to the exception that is not,
The unconscious always h
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